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Landforms are natural physical features of the Earth’s surface shaped by
endogenic forces (internal forces like tectonic movements, volcanism) and

exogenic forces (external agents like erosion, weathering, wind, water).
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They contribute to the terrain and help define topography — the shape and

relief of an area.
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Forces Res
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Endogenic Forces (Internal)
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Originate inside the Earth
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Examples: folding, faulting,
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ponsible for Landforms

Exogenic Forces (External)
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« Act on the surface
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« Examples: weathering, erosion,
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volcanism, earthquakes deposwx\nv,eis wind, glaciers,
waves:/
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These forces together create relief features, which define the topography of any region.
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Exogenic Forces
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Important FactslﬂErT:lTEf dse]

« Cover about 27% of Earth’s land surface
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 Source of nearly 80% of the world’s fresh water
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« About 12% of global population lives in mountains
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 More than 50% depend indirectly on mountain resources
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Classification of Mountains (Based on Origin)
Fold Mountains/afeTd Gad 1, " \

« Formed by compression of tectonic plates Fold Mountains
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 Rock layers are folded into anticlines and synclines
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* Young fold mountains are high and rugged

AT afeTd Tdd S ol gaer 8 Bl

Vorw




Block Mountains/3iiRTd (XS)
Amw |« Formed due to faulting - N

lock Mountains o o o
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* Rift vaIIeys lie between block mountains
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Volcanic Mountains/calcile]i Tl

i  Formed by accumulation of lava, ash, and volcanic material |
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! « Can be active, dormant, or extinct
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Example:
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Residual (Relict) Mount\ainsl@l‘q’fﬁrﬁt (ITARJAY) qdd

 Formed by denudation and erosion
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e Hard rocks resist erosion and remain as elevated features
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Examples/3cl&ROl:
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PLATEAUS

 Plateaus are elevated flatlands with a relatively level

surface, standing above surrounding regions.
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Key

Often called “TablelandsC haracteristics
——
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Have steep edges (escarpments)
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Economically very important
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Types of PW

Intermontane Plateaus

Volcanic Plateaus
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 Formed by successive lava flows

 Surrounded by mountain ranges o
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» Formed by tectonic upliﬂ/@( * Very fertile soil (black soil)
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Types of Plateaus
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o Dissected Plateaus
[afees (TiSa) aor

 Plateau deeply cut by rivers and
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o Piedmont Plateaus
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 Located at the foot of mountains
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Formed by deposition and erosion A s e
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* Irreqular surface
Exampl
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Exampl
« The Malwa Plateau is an example of « Chota Nagpur Plateau -
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piedmont plateau. .
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* Plains are low-lying, flat or gently sloping areas with

very little relief.
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Key Facts/ddxd

Cover about 55% of Earth’s land surface
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 Most densely populated regions of the world
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Classification of

n the basis of their mode of formation, plains can be classified as:

v
Structural plain Erosional plains Depositional plains
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Structural Plains (SXTellcolh

These plains are mainly formed by the upliftment of a part /\

of the sea floor or continental shelf.
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They are located on the borders of almost all the major

continents. —
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The structural plains may also be formed by the
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 Erosional plains are formed by the continuous and
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Erosional Plains (Peneplains)
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long-time erosion of uplands.
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 The surface of such plains is hardly smooth and

hence, they are also called as Peneplains, which

means almost plain.
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Depositional Plains

These plains are formed by the depositional activity of various geomorphic agents.
< e [afdret of-3ucplacs ool giRl [opg a1g feraaor bt st A aetd 2l

When plains are formed by the river deposits, they are called as riverine or alluvial plains.
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The depositions of sediments in a lake give rise to a Lacustrine Plain or Lake Plains. The

Valley of Kashmir is an example of lacustrine plain. P
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When plains are formed by glacial deposits, they are called as Glacial or Drift Plains.
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When the wind is the major agent of deposition, those plains are called as
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Types of Valleys:

A gorge is a deep valley with very steep to

straight sides.
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A gorge is almost equal in width at its top

as well as its bottom.
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Gorges form in hard rocks.
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A canyon is characterised by steep step-like side

slopes and may be as deep as a gorge.
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A canyon is wider at its top than at its bottom. In

fact, a canyon is a variant of a gorge.
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Canyons commonly form in horizontal bedded

sediment.
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Steep Cliffs
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River terraces are surfaces marking old

valley floor or floodplain levels.
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They are basically products of erosion as
they result due to vertical erosion by the
stream into its own depositional

floodplain.
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